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TRAINING ADVOCATES FOR THE FUTURE
December 31, 1969 by cpehrson

I read a thought provoking blog this week‑‑The Future of Advocacy written by CPD's Jeff Sheen for the Center for Independent (CIL) Living
Youth Transition Blog.
As I gather up my things at my desk here at the CPD in preparation for my retirement today, it made me pause and consider his words as I
start a new stage in my life.
"As we look forward to the next 40 years of change, who are the advocates that will continue to carry the torch of inclusion and civil
rights?" Jeff asks. "What is your center doing to be involved in training this next generation of disability advocates?"
For me, that question changed to "What are you, Connie, going to do to build up a new generation of disability advocates?"
Jeff continued with these words "...we all have to start somewhere as advocates..."
My journey as an advocate started many years ago when I received my degree in Special Education. It certainly was intensified when my own
son was born with a seizure condition and severe cognitive impairments. Through the years, his three sisters and several cousins became
dedicated advocates for others with disabilities as they learned first hand from Scott that he is a person first, and then someone with
disabilities. Currently, his nine nieces and nephews are learning how to be comfortable around someone with disabilities. This becomes more
real when I see his little tw0‑year old niece climbs up on his lap to give him a hug and a kiss.
I know that another generation of strong advocates is coming up. For my part, I will continue to bring Scott with us everywhere we go and
encourage others to get to know him and to see what a wonderful person he is.
To paraphrase Temple Grandin's words: "They are different, not less."
May we all work together on building up a new generation of disability advocates!

